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LOCAL GOVERNMENT FORUM 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [12.52 pm]: I am pleased to inform 
the house that on 12 May I hosted a forum of local government mayors, presidents, councillors and officers from 
across the state, at which 121 local governments were represented by more than 200 individuals. These included 
the majority of metropolitan and regional city mayors and chief executive officers, and I was particularly 
delighted that shire presidents and CEOs from very remote parts of the state, including the Kimberley and 
Goldfields, invested their time and resources to attend the forum. The purpose of the forum was for the attendees 
to identify and discuss likely demographic, social, economic and environmental changes that may occur in their 
communities over the next 20 years and beyond, and for them to consider what they need to do to prepare for 
those changes.  

The forum identified that the major challenges included: increasing population growth, particularly in the Perth 
metropolitan area, and many hold the view that the growth will exceed some projections; the planning and 
provision of infrastructure that will result; and the increasing demand for labour, with corresponding competition 
amongst employers. The forum also provided an opportunity for participants to showcase examples of innovative 
ways their local governments are meeting challenges and increasing service to their communities. One example 
was the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, which generates additional revenue streams through investing in its airport, 
owning a portfolio of commercial properties, and in waste water treatment. These investments are netting several 
millions of dollars annually. That revenue is then directed to funding community infrastructure, including the 
city’s recreation and aquatic centre, and the development of an international-standard golf course.  

The forum raised a number of important issues to assist local governments better prepare for the future changes. 
I will be working in collaboration with the Western Australian Local Government Association to assist in the 
resolution of those issues. The issues raised also included further reduction in red tape, increasing financial 
thresholds on major land transactions and trading undertakings, and increasing the ability of local government to 
engage in additional revenue streams. These are matters that are currently close to finalisation or under 
consideration by me. 

I believe that the majority of smaller rural and subregional local governments may not be considering the 
changes that are going to impact on their communities. I hope this forum provided the stimulus to assist in their 
preparation for those changes that will be a mix of positives and negatives. 
 


